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NSC BRIEFING 5 ‘ 1 September 1954
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THE Qiﬁﬁﬁhﬁflm W m GUATEBALAN JUNTA

Colonel Elfego kMonzon and major Enrigque Oliva, two of the
ihree members of the Guatemalas ruling junta resigned on 1
September, snd Cologel Castille Armas fermed a now goverament
under his sole leadership. 7This was probably the result of ex-
treme pressure on Castillo by members of his own liberatiom

novament .

25X1C

promimes of support from key officers of eaatixla's =jiberation
Jle. oo Pl
army" and plamned to force Castillo to , or be

custed himself. _ viewed Colonel Noazor as a “"siooge"
of former president Arbenz, and suspected the regular army of
ploetting a coup in the near future.

On the basis of information now available, two courses
of subsequent development seem possible. Opes conflict between
the regular srmy and liberation elements is ome of these possi-
bilities. However, the srmy's potential for unified action
has been diminished by Castillo's policy of purgiag dislieyal
clomenis, of reassigning loyal officers, of placisg members of
his liberation army in key army positioms and of integrating
liberation troops into regular army usits.

The other, and more probable, line of development is the
-estensibly peaceful departure of Komson from the scene, leaviag

Castillo in a stronger positiom thag previously. Even under
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these conditions, however, there will be an imcrease in the
underlying dissatisfsctien among members of the regular pro—
fessional arsy, who in a military sense defoaied elesents ol
the liberaiiom forces durimg the 2-3 August fighting. ihe
army continues toe resemt the liberatiom irregulars and the
priveleges accorded thewm. ihe army in turn is distrusted by
many of Castillo’s supporters for having fatled to oppose ihe
former pro~Commupist regime.

Theres appears no possibility of the resurgence o0i Communist
leadership at this time. Boih ithe regular army and the libera-
tion feroas are anti-Commumist, 7op Communist organizers,
such as Fortuay, Gutierrez, and Pellecer, are in asyles iu
foreign embasmies, less important ones are in hidiag; pone is
known to have an organized band of followers prepared ior

militant action,
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